
Maryland Court Tool: Consulting The Child On the Record 

Age Range: 0-3 Infants and Toddlers 

CONSULTATION STEPS 
RECOMMENDED  

QUESTIONS | OBSERVATIONS 
DOCUMENTATION NOTES 

1.  CONNECT 
Invite and welcome infants and toddlers — 

and the child‟s caretaker(s) — to the court-
room. The consultation for this age group             
will consist of observation and of questions 
directed to the caretaker(s). Age appropriate 
books, toys and a small, safe play area is 
recommended for toddlers. 

Milestone Guide: 
Is the infant meeting developmental milestones? 

2 Months  

Lifts head up four degrees  

Laughs  

Smiles spontaneously   

4 Months  

Rolls over  

Follows to 180 degrees  

Turns to rattling sound   

6 Months  

Sits with no support  

Turns to voice  

Feeds self  

9 Months  

Pulls to stand  

Says “Dada” and “Mama” 

Waves bye-bye  

12 Months  

Stands alone  

Can say 1 word  

Imitates activities   

18 Months  

Runs  

Can remove garment  

Can point to at least 1 body part 

 24  Months  

Jumps up  

Combines words  

Puts on clothing  

3 Years  

Balances on each foot 1 second   

Speech all understandable  

Can name a friend  

Observations: 
Assess whether the child appears healthy and well kept. 

Questions for Caretaker(s): 
Is the infant forming healthy attachments? With whom? 

Where does the child receive health care? 

When was the last time the child visited a doctor? 

Does the child have any behaviors that concern you? 

Has the child received a mental health screening assessment or evaluation? 

Is the child enrolled in a high quality early childhood education program? 

Do you (the caregiver) have access to information and support related to this child‟s unique 

needs? 

Document in the court order: 
Whether the infant/toddler is present. 

If not present, address the reason why the infant/

toddler is not present. 

Depending on the situation, consider postponing 

the hearing until the infant/toddler can be present. 

Request a current picture that will be introduced 

into the record. 

Observe the infant‟s/toddler‟s behavior and            

appearance using the milestone guide. 
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Khoury, A., With Me, Not Without Me: How to Involve Children in Court, Child Law Practice, Vol. 26, 
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2.   COACH 
N/A in this age group 

3.   CLARIFY 
N/A in this age group 

4.   CONVERSE IN CONTEXT 
Determine the most appropriate context to 

consult with the youth and engage that youth 
in conversation at the right developmental 
level.  

Typically, observational comments by the 

judge and questions directed to the caretak-
ers will take place in the courtroom in tradi-
tional fashion with this age group. 

This tool has been provided compliments of The Upside Down  
Organization. This is one of six age range charts in a series that 
were created specifically for use by the Maryland Court Systems 
when consulting a child or youth on the record. 

For more information, please contact UDO at 410-444-5415 or 
via email at info@upsidedownorganization.org. Thank you! 

The Upside Down Organization, 6802 McClean Blvd., Baltimore, 
MD 21234  |  www.upsidedownorganization.org  |  410-444-5415 

 
* Special appreciation to Judge Larnzell Martin, 7th Judicial Circuit, for his many contributions. 



CONSULATION STEPS 
Developmental Profile RECOMMENDED  

OBSERVATIONS  |  QUESTIONS 
NOTES 

LANGUAGE COGNITIVE PHYSICAL SOCIAL 

1.  CONNECT 
Invite and welcome the child to the courtroom. 

Consider the impression on the child of wearing a robe. 

Introduce yourself. 

“Good Morning. Welcome to my courtroom. I am very happy to have you here.”           

Ask the child: “What is your name?” 

Age appropriate books, toys and a small play area are recommended.  

Very talkative; likes to 
explain: “And you 
know what?...”  

Loves being read to.  

Literal.  

Thinks out loud.  

Often does not                     
communicate about 
school at home.  

“Play” and “Good” are 
often favorite words.   

Learn best through 
play and exploration - 
“Hands to Head.” 

Likes to imitate roles 
through imaginative 
play.  

Literal behavior; often 
sees only one way to 
do things.  

Does not yet think                       
logically.  

Bound cognitively by 
sight  and senses. 

Can sit for only brief 
periods.  

Sometimes appears 
clumsy, awkward; 
spills and accidents 
common.  

Fine motor skills   
limited, beginning to 
control gross motor 
skills.  

Active physically.   

Friendly, gregarious, 
bubbly, chatty.  

Short attention span. 
(About 1 minute x 
age)  

Likes responsibility of 
a “Big Person” job 
(setting table, putting 
out the snack). 

Sometimes fearful, 
worried; nightmares.   

Likes to help, likes 
rules, routines.  

Difficulty in seeing 
others‟ viewpoint.  

Likes to be told what 
to do.   

Observations: 
How does the child interact with and respond to caregiv-

ers, parents and guardians? 

Observe the child‟s demeanor when answering                       

questions. 

− Who does the child look to for help in answering    

questions? 

− Does the child appear anxious? Scared? 

Milestone Guide: 
Is the child meeting developmental milestones? 

4 Years 

Hops 

Names 4 colors 

Can copy simple symbols like a “+.” 

5 Years 

Can walk on tiptoes. 

Can draw a person with head, body, arms, and legs. 

Capable of lacing shoes. 

Examples of Questions for Child: 
How old are you? 

Do you like where you are staying now? 

What is your favorite color? 

What do you like to eat? 

What do you like (not like) about where you are staying 

now? Suggest options (e.g., bedroom, pets, people who 
live there). 

Do you go to preschool or daycare? (If yes) What is your 

favorite thing to do at school? 

Have you been to the doctor? 

Do you like the doctor? 

Who do you like to play with? 

What do you like to play? 

Can you tell me about a job you do at home to help your 

mom, dad, foster parents? 

Do you feel sad? (If yes) When? 

Do you feel happy? (If yes) When? 

· It will typically be most effective to 

consult this child at the outset of 
the hearing then have the child 
move to the play area while the 

hearing continues. 

· If information in the hearing raises 

any additional questions for the 
court, the judge can ask that the 
child return from the play area and 
consultation on the record can be 

resumed. 

· This age will require a balancing             

of observation and questioning, 
depending on the temperament of 
the child. Usually quite talkative, 
some children may be scared by 
the court experience and not              
verbalize much. If not verbal, the 
court can focus on observations              
of milestones, interaction with  
caregiver, and overall quality of 
appearance.  

 

2.  COACH 
Guide and teach about the people and processes in the courtroom.  

Introduce court reporter, bailiff, etc. 

Briefly explain what each person does: “The court reporter writes down what we say.” 

Keep language simple and age appropriate. 

Speak slowly and allow the child time to process the information. 

For example: 
   “It is important that you and I talk for a few minutes. 
   After we finish talking you can play with the toys.” 

Use concrete terms. 

Use names instead of pronouns. 

3.  CLARIFY 
The specific purpose of the hearing. 

The decisions to be made. 

The information the court will consider. 

The child‟s opportunity to be heard. 

The behavioral expectations for all present, including the judge, counselor, witnesses and the child. 

Stop at regular intervals to ask the child if he/she understands and if he/she has any questions. 

Document your observations. 

4.   CONVERSE IN CONTEXT 
Determine the most appropriate context to consult with the child and engage that child in                          

conversation at the right developmental level.  

If helpful, offer to have a conversation in chambers, making sure it complies with all the procedural 

rules. 

Ask the child to perform simple age appropriate tasks (as outlined in the Milestone Guide).                    

Document your observations. 

Have the agency invite him or her to submit a drawing, cards, or other age-appropriate materials 

periodically. Refer to anything previously submitted. 

Acknowledge anything that the child gives to the court while the child is present. 

Thank the child for coming to the court. 

Encourage the child to attend the next hearing. 

Ask the child whether he has anything else to say before the hearing ends. 

Maryland Court Tool: Consulting The Child On the Record 

Age Range: 4-5 Starting School 

This tool has been provided compliments of The Upside Down  
Organization. This is one of six age range charts in a series that 
were created specifically for use by the Maryland Court Systems 
when consulting a child or youth on the record. 

For more information, please contact UDO at 410-444-5415  or 
via email at info@upsidedownorganization.org. Thank you! 

The Upside Down Organization, 6802 McClean Blvd., Baltimore, 
MD 21234  |  www.upsidedownorganization.org  |  410-444-5415 



Maryland Court Tool: Consulting The Child On the Record 

Age Range: 6-8 School-Aged Children 

CONSULTATION STEPS  
Developmental Profile RECOMMENDED  

OBSERVATIONS | QUESTIONS 
NOTES  

LANGUAGE COGNITIVE PHYSICAL SOCIAL 

1.    CONNECT 
· Invite and welcome children and youth to the courtroom.               

For example: 
“Good morning, I am Judge __________.” 
“Welcome to my courtroom, I am very happy to have you 

here.” 
„”What is your name?” 

· Boisterous, enthusiastic                  

language.  

· Likes to explain things.  

· Complaining is common.  

· Good listeners but so full of 

ideas, cannot always recall 
what has been said. 

· Likes one-to-one conversation.  

· Talkative but can be prone to   

exaggeration.   

· Loves to ask questions. 

· Learns best through dis-

covery.  

· Can understand past when 

tied closely to present.  

· Reflective ability growing.  

· Needs closure; must com-

plete assignments.   

· Wants to discover how 

things work. 

· Very industrious.  

· Noisy, sloppy, in a 

hurry.  

· Easily tired.  

· Likes outdoors, gym.  

· Many hurts, real and      

imagined.  

· Attention span improv-

ing but still limited.  

· Needs physical release, 

outdoor time.  

· Wants to be first,                  

competitive, enthusiastic.   

· Any failure is hard; thrives 

on encouragement.   

· School replaces home as 

most significant              
environmental influence.  

· Strong likes and dislikes.  

· Sometimes moody,         

depressed, sulking or 
shy.  

· Trouble with limits and     

boundaries.  

· Humorous.  

Observations: 
· Does the child look at caregivers, parents, and guardians 

for help, support, advice, etc.? 

· Does the child appear well nourished? 

· Does the child have appropriate personal hygiene? 

· Is the child dressed appropriately for weather conditions? 

Examples of Questions for Child: 
· How old are you? 

· What do you like (or not like) about where you are staying 

now? 

· Do you see your mom? 

· Do you see your dad? 

· Do you miss anyone? (Provide options, e.g. brothers, 

sisters, grandparents.) 

· Are there people you miss since you have been at the 

(name of family)? (If yes) Who do you miss? 

· Where do you go to school? 

· What grade are you in? 

· Who are some of your friends? 

· Who is your favorite teacher? 

· What do you do on the Saturdays? 

· What do you do on Sundays? 

· Do you like to use the computer? If yes, what are your   

favorite things to do on the computer? 

· What do you worry about? 

· Are there any problems you want me to know about? 

· Do you have any questions for me? 

· Do you play sports? (If yes, ask to describe.) 

· Do you play games? (If yes) Tell me some of your favorite 

games. 
 

 

· This age group may be one of the most 

interested in the court process. Taking 
the time to both explain who the people 
are in the court, what they do, and how 
things will work can encourage the child‟s 
participation during the hearing at the 
“Converse in Context” phase. 

· Some children at the young end of this 

range may still benefit from using a play 
area in the courtroom.  

· Most children in this age range are very 

verbal and, if the Connect, Coach and 
Clarify phases go smoothly, should offer 
information on the record in a traditional 
setting. Unusually reticent children may 
benefit from a consult in chambers.  

 

2.    COACH 

· Guide and teach about the people and processes in the  

courtroom.  
For example: 
“I would like to show you around my courtroom. This place 
where I am sitting is called „The Judges‟ Bench.‟ This is 
________, the court reporter. The court reporter writes down 
everything we say using a special machine...” 

3.    CLARIFY 

· The specific purpose of the hearing. 

· The decisions to be made. 

· The information the court will consider. 

· The child‟s opportunity to be heard. 

· The behavioral expectations for all present, including the 

judge, counselor, witnesses and the youth. 

· Keep language simple and age appropriate. 

· Talk with the child about his interests, likes, and dislikes. 

· If helpful, offer to have a conversation in chambers, making 

sure it complies with all procedural rules. 

· Avoid legal jargon and acronyms. 

· Answer one question at a time. 

4.    CONVERSE IN CONTEXT 

· Determine the most appropriate context to consult with the 

youth and engage that youth in conversation at the right de-
velopmental level. 

· Encourage the child to ask questions, particularly if he doesn't  

understand a question or statement.  

· Answer one question at a time. 

· Recognize cultural differences in language. 

· Avoid abstract questions. Recognize that school-age children   

usually answer questions literally.  
For Example:  
Q: “Are you in school now?” A: “No.”  

        The child may be referring to where he/she is right now 
(the courtroom), instead of a broader question.  

· Encourage the child to attend the next hearing.  

· Ask the child whether he or she has any last questions, 

thoughts, or concerns. 

This tool has been provided compliments of The Upside Down  
Organization. This is one of six age range charts in a series that 
were created specifically for use by the Maryland Court Systems 
when consulting a child or youth on the record. 

For more information, please contact UDO at 410-444-5415 or 
via email at info@upsidedownorganization.org. Thank you! 

The Upside Down Organization, 6802 McClean Blvd., Baltimore, 
MD 21234  |  www.upsidedownorganization.org  |  410-444-5415 



 

 

 

 

Maryland Court Tool: Consulting The Child On the Record 

Age Range: 9-11 Late School-Age Children 

CONSULTATION STEPS  

Developmental Profile 
RECOMMENDED  

OBSERVATIONS | QUESTIONS 
NOTES  

LANGUAGE COGNITIVE PHYSICAL SOCIAL 

1.  CONNECT 
· Invite and welcome the youth to the 

courtroom.                       

· Descriptive.  

· Can be very negative: “I 

hate it,” “I can‟t,” “Boring,” 
“Yeah,” “Right.”  

· Expressive, talkative, likes 

to explain.  

· Impulsive — often talks 

before thinking.  

· Social media communication 

may proliferate.    

· Argumentative, debater.  

· Can be cruel.  

· Imitates adult language.  

· Intellectually curious.  

· Self critical.  

· Ability to deal with multiple    

variables emerges.   

· Likes roles and logic.  

· Increased ability to abstract.  

· Good problem solvers.  

· Loves to argue. 

· Increased ability to de-center 

and see the world from                
various perspectives.  

· Pushes self to             

physical limits, often 
fatigued.  

· Tension outlets                    

may be evident;                
nail-biting, hair-
twisting, lip-pursing.  

· Outdoor time, snacks 

and rest periods are 
crucial to growing 
bodies  

· Need more sleep.  

· Physical aggression 

not uncommon.  

· Self aware.  

· Highly competitive.  

· Can be sullen, moody, 

critical; especially to 
adults. 

· Fairness issues are           

predominant.  

· Usually truthful;                 

developing more             
mature sense of right 
and wrong.  

· Good at solving social  

issues.  

· Extremes of emotions.  

· Tests limits.  

Observations: 
· Does the child look at caregivers, parents, and guardians for 

help, support, advice, etc.? 

· Does the child appear well nourished? 

· Does the child have appropriate personal hygiene? 
· Is the child dressed appropriately for their age?  
 
Examples of Questions for Child: 
· What grade are you in? 

· Tell me about a favorite book you have read. 

· What are some of your favorite subjects? 

· Do you have a cell phone? If yes, do you like to text? 

· Who are some of the people you text the most? 

· Tell me what you like about where you are now? 

· Tell me what you would change about where you are now? 

· Describe a typical day in your life for me. Start when you wake 

up. 

· When is the last time you saw a doctor? A dentist? 

· Is there anyone you especially miss or want to see? 

· Who are the friends you hang-out with? 

· Do you see them outside of school? 

· What do you do with your friends? 

· Do you have any worries I should know about? 

· Do you have any questions for me? 

 
 

· Like the previous age group, these children will often be                             

highly interested in learning about the court and its people                        
and processes. 

· The relationship with this child may be enhanced by the judge 

touring the child through chambers, even if the consult will occur  
in the courtroom.  

· If a child in this age group is unwilling to verbalize, consider asking 

the child to write (journal) about one or two questions from the 
questions list while you proceed with other aspects of the hearing. 
Then call the child back at the end of the hearing and document 
observations on the record: Did child complete the writing                      
assignment? If so, use what is written for follow-up questions                      
or a chambers conference. 

2.   COACH 

· Guide and teach about the people and        

processes in the courtroom. This group 
will be very interested — add more detail 
to your description and ask if the youth 
has any questions. 

· Do not rush through this phase though it 

may be tempting to do so. These youth 
can understand at a more abstract level 
what courts do and are very focused on 
issues of fairness. They are likely to 
respect the court and its processes if time 
is taken to explain these to them. 

3.   CLARIFY 

· The specific purpose of the hearing. 

· The decisions to be made. 

· The information the court will consider. 

· The child‟s opportunity to be heard. 

· The behavioral expectations for all              

present, including the judge, counsel, 
witnesses and the child. 

· In the clarify phase, be clear, concrete 

and brief. You will not be as expansive as 
you were in the coaching phase. You 
want to get right to the point here. 

4.   CONVERSE IN CONTEXT 

· Determine the most appropriate context 

to consult with the youth and engage               
the youth in conversation at the right 
developmental level.  

· Many children at this age can effectively             

manage a conversation with the judge              
in a traditional manner particularly if    
Connecting, Coaching and Clarification 
proceeded successfully. 

This tool has been provided compliments of The Upside Down  
Organization. This is one of six age range charts in a series that 
were created specifically for use by the Maryland Court Systems 
when consulting a child or youth on the record. 

For more information, please contact UDO at 410-444-5415 or 
via email at info@upsidedownorganization.org. Thank you! 

The Upside Down Organization, 6802 McClean Blvd., Baltimore, 
MD 21234  |  www.upsidedownorganization.org  |  410-444-5415 



Maryland Court Tool: Consulting The Child On the Record 

CONSULTATION STEPS  
Developmental Profile RECOMMENDED  

QUESTIONS                             
NOTES  

LANGUAGE COGNITIVE PHYSICAL SOCIAL 

1.   CONNECT 
· Invite and welcome youth to the courtroom.                       

· Enjoys conversation with 

adults and peers.  

· Sarcasm emerges. 

· Peer „‟vocabulary” (slang, 

code) important.  

· Use of extreme language 

and volume when stressed 
by parent, teacher, adult or 
other authority.  

· Electronic media occupying 

large amounts of time.  

· Learning to negotiate             

between peers.  

· Can and will see both 

sides to an argument.  

· Increases ability to           

abstract.  

· May show emerging 

ability in a particular skill 
or content area.  

· Likes to challenge         

intellectual as well as 
social authority.  

· Cause and effect              

reasoning improving.  

· Easily bored.   

· Growth spurt.  

· Menstruation for majority 

of girls.  

· High energy.  

· Much rest needed.  

· Skin problems emerging;         

hygiene a key issue. 

· Sexuality active                  

increasing percentages.  

· Alcohol and drug                  

experimentation;                       
vulnerable to abuse,             
addiction.   

· Adult personality begins to 

emerge.  

· Empathetic.  

· Can see realistic short-term 

goals.  

· Feelings easily hurt and can 

easily hurt others‟ feelings.  

· Especially don't like or               

respond well to adult lectures; 
feel they know what is going 
to be said once a few words 
have been spoken.  

· Gang interest emerging in 

boys.  

· Mean = Scared  

· Peers more important than 

adults.   

Examples of Questions for Child:  

· How old are you? 

· What do you like (or not like) about where you 

are staying now? 

· Do you see your mom and dad or any other 

relatives? 

· Do you miss anyone? (Provide options, e.g. 

brothers, sisters, grandparents.) 

· Where do you go to school? 

· What grade are you in? 

· What courses are you taking? 

· Who is your favorite teacher? 

· What are your favorite classes? 

· Do you participate in any extracurricular  

activities? (If yes) Which activities? What do 
you like most about your participation in 
______? (If no) What do you do when you are 
not in school? 

· Have you thought about a career or what you 

want to do when you finish school? 

· What are your grades? 

· Are you having any problems in school? 

· Do you have a tutor? 

· What do you do on the weekends? 

· Do you have a cell phone? 

· Who are your friends you hang-out with? 

· Do you play video games? (If yes) which 

ones? 

· Are there any problems or concerns you want 

me to know about? 

· When is the last time you saw a doctor? Den-

tist? 

· Describe a typical day in your life for me. Start 

from when you get up. 

· Do you have a boyfriend/girlfriend? 

· This is an age range with     

significant variance in                    
behavior. Some youth will be 
social, cooperate and free with 
information. Others may be 
angry, sullen and resentful.  

· There are many, many       

temptations at this age from 
sex to drugs, to gangs. Early   
adolescents will get exposed 
to many opportunities for     
troubling behavior. Because 
friends (peer group) and   
activities are key to successful 
navigation, questions should 
be focused in these areas.  

2.   COACH 
Guide and teach about the people and processes in the courtroom.  

Take the time to be thorough. This group will have high interests but may be suspicious or mistrustful. 

3.   CLARIFY 

· The specific purpose of the hearing. 

· The decisions to be made. 

· The information the court will consider. 

· The youth‟s opportunity to be heard. 

· The behavioral  expectations for all present, including the judge, counselor, witnesses and the youth. 

This is particularly important for this age group so they are aware of the specific behavior expected of 
them. 

· If helpful, offer to have a conversation in chambers, making sure it complies with all procedural rules. 

· Provide an age appropriate list of legal terms to the child before court to which he may refer during the 

hearing. 

· Avoid legal jargon and acronyms. 

· Encourage the youth to ask questions, particularly if he doesn't understand a question or statement.  

· Recognize cultural differences in language. 

· Avoid abstract questions. 

· Ask directed questions. 

· Publically praise the youth‟s accomplishments. 

· Provide the youth with a task (e.g. taking notes) during the hearing. 

· Have the agency encourage the youth to submit report cards, letters, or other age-appropriate materials 

periodically. Refer to anything previously submitted. 

· Read anything that the youth gives to the court while the youth is present. 

4.   CONVERSE IN CONTEXT 

· Determine the most  appropriate context to which consult with the youth and engage that youth in              

conversation at the right developmental level. Ensure that your courtroom is teen friendly. 

· When appropriate, ask for the youth‟s input and opinions. 

· Review the outcome of the hearing with the youth and answer any questions (or ensure that someone 

else will do so). 

· Ensure the youth understands what was ordered and why. 

· When appropriate, share court documents with the youth. 

· Ask the youth what he wants to accomplish before the next hearing. 

· Consult with the youth and his caregiver when scheduling he next hearing so it does not interfere with 

the youths  normal daily routine, including school. 

· Keep a school district calendar on the bench to ensure there are no conflicts with the state standardized 

tests. 

· Thank the youth for coming to court. Reward even the smallest attempt of participation. 

· Encourage the youth to attend the next hearing. 

· Ask the youth whether he has any last questions, thoughts, or concerns. 

Age Range: 12-15 Early Adolescents 

This tool has been provided compliments of The Upside Down  
Organization. This is one of six age range charts in a series that 
were created specifically for use by the Maryland Court Systems 
when consulting a child or youth on the record. 

For more information, please contact UDO at 410-444-5415 or 
via email at info@upsidedownorganization.org. Thank you! 

The Upside Down Organization, 6802 McClean Blvd., Baltimore, 
MD 21234  |  www.upsidedownorganization.org  |  410-444-5415 



 

 

 

 

CONSULTATION STEPS  
Developmental Profile 

RECOMMENDED  
QUESTIONS 

NOTES  
LANGUAGE COGNITIVE PHYSICAL SOCIAL 

1.   CONNECT 
Invite and welcome children and youth to the courtroom.                       

· Comfortably toggle between peer     

language (slang, code), adult         
language of school and adult      
language of employment. 

· Rapidly increasing vocabulary. 

· Electronic media may be        

dominant communication method. 

· Use of formal register emerging.  

 

· Abstract ability continues to 

strengthen. 

· Future orientation more      

common. 

· Critical thinking skills improve 

but  spontaneous problem   
solving creates vulnerability to 
“life changing decisions.” 

· More willing to acknowledge an 

error, revise work and try a 
second or third time. 

· Bodies at or close to physical    

maturity. 

· Alcohol and drugs remain a 

major influence on overall 
wellness. 

· Sleep, appetite, sexual activity   

increases.  

· Physical activity may be more    

important than ever but peers, 
groups, activities heavily        
influence participation. 

· Changing relationship with      

parents, less overt         
dependence but still much 
guidance. 

· Risk-taking behavior         

increases as limits decline. 

· Strong motivation to          

demonstrate “Adult”      
behaviors, activities. 

· Autonomy in decision-

making highly valued. 

· Intimate relationships may 

be primary focus. 

Examples of Questions for Child: 
· Who is your favorite teacher? Why? 

· Do you participate in sports or extracurricular               

activities? 

· Is there anyone helping you with vocational or             

college applications? 

· When will you graduate? 

· What are your post-graduation plans? 

· Do you have any interest in the military? 

· Do you have a mentor? 

· Do you have a driver‟s license? (If yes) Do you 

drive? What car? How often? (If no) Are you in the 
process of getting your license? 

· Do you have a job? 

· What do you like to do on the weekend? 

· Who do you rely on when you need help? 

· Where do you got to school? 

· Tell me about your classes this semester. 

· What are your grades? 

· Do you have a boyfriend/girlfriend? 

· Who are your friends that you hang-out with? 

· Are there any worries or concerns you have that I 

should be aware of? 
 

· Despite the maturity of many             

youth in this age range, chambers 
consultation may be more effective 
in assessing the youth‟s status. 
This age group may be more             
sensitive to saying things in                
open court that risk criticizing or 
offending other adults present for 
the hearing. 

· Whether the youth is on track for 

graduation is a critical area to                    
assess. 

· Driving, employment, friends and    

activities are also fertile areas for 
exploration. 

· Particular care should be taken in 

the use of tone and language so 
the youth does not feel they are 
being “put on trial” at the hearing. 

2.   COACH 
· Guide and teach about the people and processes in the courtroom.  

· Take the time to be thorough. This group will have high interests but 

may be suspicious or mistrustful. 
 

3.   CLARIFY 
· The specific purpose of the hearing. 

· The decisions to be made. 

· The information the court will consider. 

· The youth‟s opportunity to be heard. 

· The behavioral expectations for all present, including the judge, 

counselor, witnesses and the youth. 

· Keep language simple and age appropriate. 

· Talk with the youth about his interests, likes and dislikes. 

· If helpful, offer to have a conversation in chambers, making sure it                      

complies with all procedural rules. 

· Provide an age appropriate list of legal terms to the child before 

court to which he may refer during the hearing. 

· Avoid legal jargon and acronyms. 

· Encourage the child to ask questions, particularly if he/she doesn't 

understand a question or statement.  

· Recognize cultural differences in language. 

· Avoid abstract questions. 

· Ask directed questions. 

· Publically praise the youth accomplishments. 

4.   CONVERSE IN CONTEXT 
· Determine the most appropriate context to which consult with the 

youth and engage that youth in conversation at the right develop-
mental level. 

· Ensure that your courtroom is teen friendly. 

· Provide the youth with a task (e.g. taking notes) during the hearing. 

· Have the agency encourage the youth to submit report cards, let-

ters, or other age-appropriate materials periodically. Refer to any-
thing previously submitted. 

· Read anything that the youth gives to the court while the youth is 

present. 

· Talk with the youth about permanency options. 

· Review the outcome of the hearing with the youth and answer any      

questions (or ensure that someone else will do so). 

· Ensure the youth understands what was ordered and why. 

· When appropriate, share court documents with the youth.  

Maryland Court Tool: Consulting The Child On the Record 

 Age Range: 16-18 Older Adolescents 

This tool has been provided compliments of The Upside Down  
Organization. This is one of six age range charts in a series that 
were created specifically for use by the Maryland Court Systems 
when consulting a child or youth on the record. 

For more information, please contact UDO at 410-444-5415 or 
via email at info@upsidedownorganization.org. Thank you! 

The Upside Down Organization, 6802 McClean Blvd., Baltimore, 
MD 21234  |  www.upsidedownorganization.org  |  410-444-5415 


