
 
 

The Law 
In 2005, the Maryland General Assembly passed 
a law to make sure that students who are in state-
supervised care can promptly enroll in a new 
school and have the old school send their records 
in a short period of time. The law can be found 
in the Maryland Code, Education Article, 
sections 8-501 to 8-506.  

The law on children in time-limited or shelter 
placements can be found in the McKinney-
Vento Act, 42 U.S.C. sections 11431 to 11434a, 
and COMAR 13A.05.09.   
 

If you have problems with enrollment 
or the transfer of school records, you 

can seek assistance. 

If you experience problems, you can: 
$ Explain the child’s education rights to the 

school staff.  
$ Ask to speak with the school’s Pupil 

Personnel Worker (PPW) and explain the 
child’s education rights to the PPW.  

$ If necessary, write a letter to the principal.  
Keep a copy of the letter. 

$ File a complaint using the school district’s 
dispute resolution process. Keep copies of 
everything you file. 

$ If you are still having trouble, contact the 
Maryland State Department of Education, the 
Public Justice Center, or the Department of 
Juvenile Services Educational Services 
division. 

While a dispute is being resolved, the 
student has the right to: 
$ Remain enrolled in and attend school, and 
$ Receive educational services, including 

special education services. 
 

 

 

Important contact information: 
 

Maryland State Department of Education 
200 West Baltimore Street 
Baltimore, MD  21202 
John McGinnis (410) 767-0295 
Richard Scott (410) 767-0288 
www.marylandpublicschools.org/msde 
 
The Public Justice Center 
500 East Lexington Street 
Baltimore, MD  21202 
(410) 625-9409 
toll free: (877) 625-9409 
Wendy Hess or Laurie Norris 
www.publicjustice.org 

Department of Juvenile Services,  
Educational Services 
120 West Fayette Street 
Baltimore, MD  21201 
Sheri Meisel (410) 230-3260 
 
 
 

“Education is the 
pathway to freedom.” 

 

⎯  Frederick Douglass 
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Education 
rights of 

children in 
State care  

(DSS, DJS, or 
DHMH) 



A Maryland child in state care  
has rights to: 

 

An education. 
All Maryland children have a right to an 
education. 

Prompt enrollment in school. 
When children and youth in state care need to 
enroll in a new public school, they have the right 
to promptly enroll in that school.   

Prompt transfer of the student’s school 
records. 

If they change schools, children and youth in state 
care have the right to have their school records 
transferred from the old school to the new school 
promptly – no more than one week.   

DSS assistance with school attendance. 
Department of Social Services (DSS) case workers 
must make sure that a foster child is attending 
school within five working days from the time the 
child is placed in DSS care. 

 

Who is a child in state care? 
A child in state care is any child or youth who is in 
the custody of a placement agency such as:  
$ The county Department of Social Services 

(DSS), 
$ The Department of Juvenile Services (DJS), 
$ The Department of Health and Mental Hygiene 

(DHMH), or 
$ Any private agency that is licensed by the state’s 

Social Services Administration (SSA). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The child’s new school must: 
If a child needs to change schools, the new public 
school where the child in state care is enrolling 
must:  
 

$ Call and tell the student’s old school that the 
student is enrolling in the new school and find 
out the child’s grade level and if the child has 
special education needs, 

$ Send a written request to the old school for the 
student’s complete school records,  

$ Give a copy of the written request to the student 
or the adult acting on the student’s behalf, and 

$ Tell the student (or the adult acting on the 
student’s behalf) of their rights under the law. 

 

All of this must be done by the new school within 
TWO SCHOOL DAYS of the child’s request to 
enroll in the new school. 
 

The child’s old school must: 
$ IMMEDIATELY tell the new school about the 

child’s grade level and if the child needs special 
education services, and 

$ Within THREE SCHOOL DAYS of hearing from 
the new school, mail, fax, or hand carry the 
student’s complete school record to the new school. 

 
A child’s school record includes: 

$ A completed student withdrawal/transfer record, 
$ The student’s academic records, 
$ The student’s immunization records, and 
$ If the student has special education needs, the 

student’s Individualized Education Plan (IEP) or 
Section 504 Plan and any assessments. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The school must know  
when a child in state care is enrolling in 

a new school. 

The child’s placement agency is required to 
notify the new school that the child in State 
care is enrolling. 

A placement agency (DSS, DJS, DHMH) must tell 
the new school about the child’s need to enroll and 
that the child is in state-supervised care. The 
notice must be given before or at the same time 
that the child’s placement changes. This will 
trigger the school to begin to perform its duty 
under the law. 

Can anyone else provide notice to the 
school? 

Yes. Even though others are not required to notify 
the new school that the child in state care will be 
enrolling, they can if they want to help speed up 
the process. For example, parents, CASAs, foster 
parents, attorneys, group home staff, and 
education guardians can tell the school that the 
child is a child in state-supervised care and needs 
to enroll in the new school. 

 
If a child is in a time-limited (for example, 
30-, 60-, or 90-day) placement, such as a 

shelter, the child also has these  
educational rights: 

• To stay at the school they attended before 
moving to that placement (the “home” school), 
or transfer to the school closest to the placement. 

• To receive free transportation to the “home” 
school or to the new school. 

• To enroll in school immediately without school 
or medical records. 

• To receive free breakfast (if it is available) and 
free lunch at school. 

• These rights continue through the end of the 
school year in which the child was placed in the 
time-limited placement or shelter. 

 
 


