
 
 

 

Minimal Standards of Care 

 

 
 Parents, guardians, or other custodians are expected to provide for their child’s 

needs, either in their own home or elsewhere, to ensure that the child is not adversely 

affected by the lack of the following: 

 

A. Physical care, and the younger the child, the more attention is needed for actual 

physical protection; 

 

B. Sufficient food for proper growth and development; 

  

C. Adequate clothing, consistent with child’s health and safety needs; 

 

D. Consistent attention from a responsible individual who shall: 

(1) Make provision that the child’s activities are supervised, as appropriate to 

the child’s age, and  

(2) Assume the responsibility that the child has necessary medical, surgical, 

and hospital care; and  

 

E. Nurturance, interaction, and expectations that are appropriate to the 

developmental level of the child. 
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The Following State Law and State Procedures are followed regarding 

Unattended Children 
 

 

 

Maryland Family Law 5-701 (p) states that NEGLECT is “the leaving of a child 

unattended or other failure to give proper care and attention to a child by any parent or 

other person who has permanent or temporary care or custody or responsibility for 

supervision of the child under circumstances that indicate: that the child’s health or 

welfare is harmed or placed at substantial risk of harm.” 

 

 

Maryland Statewide Child Protective Services Screening Procedures (SSA 95-13) 

define an “Unwanted Child” as: 

  

• A child (who) has been abandoned. 

  

• A child under eight left alone or left in the care of a person who is not reliable 

or under 13. 

 

• A child aged eight left alone for longer than brief periods without support 

systems which should include phone numbers of parents, other family 

members or neighbors, information about personal safety, and what to do in 

an emergency. Children in this age group may not be left to care for children 

under the age of eight. 

 

• A child 12 or over who is left alone: 

- for long hours or overnight or with responsibilities beyond his or her 

capacities; or  

- where there is some special risk factor such as mental retardation or 

physical handicap that would indicate that the child may be in 

jeopardy. 

 

• A child of any age who is handicapped and left alone, if the handicapping 

condition constitutes a special risk factor which indicates the child is in 

jeopardy. 
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