
John is a 15 year old male who has been in the custody of Department of Social Services 

since he was 12, when he was removed from his mother’s home due to physical abuse.  

He has been in several short-term placements, including shelters and foster homes.  He 

has recently been admitted to a long-term residential program, where he attends the 

community high school.  While he at first thrived in the structured setting, he is now 

having great difficulty and has lost many of the privileges he once enjoyed.  John rebels 

against authority, can be verbally abusive toward staff and residents, is frequently does 

not return from school at the designated time, and has been destructive to property in the 

home.  Staff at the residential facility are beginning to question whether he needs a more 

secure setting. 

 

 

 

 

Sarah is a 16 year old female who has been in DSS custody since the age of 11 when her 

mother was incarcerated for dealing drugs in the family home.  Sarah has two younger 

siblings, now ages 6 and 8, who are placed in a separate foster home.  Sarah’s mother is 

about to be released from prison and Sarah is adamant that she and her younger siblings 

be permitted to return to her mother’s home.  The CASA volunteer assigned to her case 

does not feel that she should return to live with the mother as she still associates with her 

former drug-dealing associates.  Sarah is furious with the CASA and now refuses to talk 

with her.  Her attorney has requested that the CASA be removed from Sarah’s case.   

 

 

 

 

Kevin is a 12 year old male who was recently removed from his mother’s home due to 

neglect.  He is placed in a foster home with three older adolescent boys.  Kevin tries very 

hard to be “macho” and keep up with the older boys, landing him in deeper and deeper 

trouble, including several recent delinquency charges.  When previously placed with 

younger children, however, he was very much a bully.   

 

 

 

Bernard is a 14-year-old male placed in foster care several years when his parents 

abandoned him and his two younger brothers.  Bernard is in a separate foster home from 

his brothers and generally is a model child.  However, he was suspended from school the 

other day for bringing a small pocket knife to school.  He said he brought it for protection 

from other students, but his size and his typical behavior do not support his fears.  The 

school is considering expelling him and the foster parents are concerned he poses a threat 

to the other children in the home.   


