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CASA Program to Start in Cecil County to Serve Abused, Neglected Children 

Town Hall Meeting scheduled to educate community; gather support 

Elkton, Md. (Nov. 3, 2014) – A committee of judges, child welfare professionals, court personnel and attorneys will 

hold a town hall meeting at 6:00 p.m. on Thursday, November 13, 2014 in the Cecil County Administration 

Building to educate the public about plans to start a CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates) program to 

assist children who have suffered abuse and neglect. 

“Cecil County is one of the only four counties in the state that does not have a CASA program,” said Ed Kilcullen, 

State Director of Maryland CASA Association, the non-profit organization that supports the development and 

growth of local CASA programs. “Our goal is for every child to have an advocate to speak up for them.”  

The need for a CASA program, which trains and supervises volunteers who are appointed by the court to serve as 

advocates for children under court protection, is evident.  In the last year, there were 1,776 reports of suspected child 

abuse and neglect in Cecil County, an average of 148 reports per month, according to the Maryland Department of 

Human Resources. 

Approximately 164 children live in out-of-home placements in Cecil County, having been removed from their 

homes as a result of abuse and neglect.  

The program has support from all factions of the child welfare system.  “I am pleased to lend my support to the start-

up of a CASA program in Cecil County,” said The Honorable Jane Cairns Murray, Associate Judge of the Cecil 

County Circuit Court.  “I have heard great things about CASA from my colleagues across the state and I am 

pleased that the children of Cecil County will soon have the support of trained volunteers to advocate for their best 

interests.”   

Other stakeholders agree. “We see the real positive difference that CASA makes, because they provide a unique 

perspective to the case,” said David Wright, an Attorney with the Child Advocacy Project of the Eastern Shore, 

Inc. (CAPES), an organization that represents over 1,000 children throughout 11 counties, some of whom have 

CASA volunteers and some of whom do not.  “The uniqueness is the fact that each CASA volunteer has only one 

child per volunteer; therefore they are able to devote time that the other professionals aren’t able to do because of 

the increasingly large caseloads that they manage,” Wright added.    

Of particular concern to stakeholders in Cecil County is the significant drug problem.  Nationally, approximately 

70% of children involved in the foster care system are from families impacted by drug abuse. “We have a significant 

drug problem in Cecil County, with many children entering foster care as a result of their parents’ substance abuse,” 

added Judge Murray.   

Even attorneys for the children’s parents, who often clash with CASA’s advocates, support the development of a 

CASA program in Cecil County.  “I have found that CASA volunteers have been invaluable in many of my cases,” 

reported Karolyn Bowe, Assistant Public Defender of the Upper East Shore Division. “The CASA reports have 

been an important part of the judicial process, particularly when it comes to identifying services that needed to be 

provided, not only to the children, but also to the family,” Bowe added.  

In addition to Murray, Wright and Bowe, the steering committee includes the Hon. Keith A Baynes, 

Administrative Judge, the Hon. Brenda Sexton, Associate Judge, the Hon. V. Michael Whelan, Associate 

Judge, Nolanda Kirby, Family Support Services Coordinator, Matthew Barrett, Court Administrator, Sue 
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Bailey, Director of Cecil County Department of Social Services (DSS), Alison Russell, DSS Supervisor, 

Michael Scibinico, DSS Attorney, and Michael Katz, an attorney with the Office of the Public Defender. 

The steering committee is off to a strong start, having secured a $20,000 grant from the state’s Administrative 

Office of the Courts and a $15,000 grant from the Donaldson Brown Foundation to hire a director, set up an 

office and begin recruiting and training volunteers. CASA of Cecil County will need strong support from the 

community, including volunteers to serve as advocates, businesses to provide in kind support, and financial 

supporters.  The committee expects the program to be operational in January, 2015.   

The town hall meeting will be held on Thursday, November 13th, 2014 from 6:00-7:30 PM in the Elk Room of the 

Cecil County Administration Building, 200 Chesapeake Boulevard, Elkton, MD 21921. The purpose of the 

meeting is to educate members of the community about the CASA program, discuss next steps and enlist support.  

CASA volunteers must be 21 years or older and will go through careful screening and receive 30-40 hours of 

training before being assigned to children. Their primary responsibility is to serve as the “eyes and ears” of the 

court, getting to know the child while gathering information from the child’s family, foster parents, teachers, 

counselors, etc. and making recommendations to help the judge decide what is best for the child.  

About Maryland CASA Association 

Maryland CASA Association is a private, non-profit, 501(c)(3) organization founded in 1997 and dedicated to 

ensuring the rights of all children to safe, permanent homes.  This mission is carried out in partnership with fifteen 

local CASA programs throughout the state, which recruit, train and supervise volunteers appointed by the court to 

serve as advocates for children under court protection due to abuse and neglect.  Currently, CASA serves children in 

20 of the state’s 24 jurisdictions.  For more information, please visit www.marylandcasa.org or call (888) 833-

2272.   
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