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Five Volunteers Sworn In as CASAs for Carroll County 
Westminster, Md. – Voices for Children of Carroll County welcomes five new volunteers who 
have completed 30 hours of training and approximately three hours of courtroom observation; all 
of the volunteers are now officially able to advocate for the best interests of abused and neglected 
children in foster care.   
 
At the Historic Courthouse in Westminster, Master Kathryn Brewer-Poole recently swore in the 
following individuals as Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASAs) for Voices for Children of 
Carroll County: Kayla Hawkesworth and Deanna Murphy of Westminster, Silvia Jacobs Elders-
burg; Heather Hill and Beth Murphy of Frederick County.   
 
“We are always excited and grateful to be swearing in a new group of Court Appointed Special 
Advocates,” said Jennifer Fuss, program manager of Voices for Children of Carroll County. ”All 
of these screened and trained volunteers are exceptional people, dedicated to reporting objective-
ly to the Court and to providing a much needed voice for children in foster care,” she added.  
 
This dedicated group of volunteers consists of students, retirees, and a current lab research scien-
tist.  
 
“I chose to become a CASA because I always had a passion for helping others,” said Kayla 

Hawkesworth, a special needs assistant at an elementary school in Taneytown, MD.   
 
Hakesworth received her AA degree in Psychology at Carroll Community College and is current-
ly pursuing her B.S. degree in social work at Brescia University, a coeducational Catholic univer-
sity located in Owensboro, Kentucky. 
 
“I believe becoming a CASA will be a great experience for the line of work I am interested in and I 
look forward to working with children and youth in need.”  
 
Hawkesworth has recently been assigned to advocate for the needs of an older foster youth who 
is under the care of a residential treatment center in Maryland. 
 
“Advocating for a youth in need and knowing that my recommendations to the court matter is 
one of the best rewards possible,” said Hawkesworth. “It’s really a chance for me to give back to 
my community and help others who grew up under different circumstances than I have.”  
 
Today there are more than 40 children in the foster care system of Carroll County as a result of 
abuse, neglect, or abandonment. 
 
“Currently we only have enough volunteers to serve about half of those who need advocates 
most,” said Jennifer Fuss. “We need additional volunteers because we now have the capacity to 
grow and serve one-hundred percent of the children in care,” she added.  
 
Voices for Children of Carroll County actively seeks dedicated men and women who care about 
children to volunteer. No special experience is required; training and supervision are provided by 
professional staff. 
 
To learn more about becoming a CASA volunteer, call 410-840-2495 or visit http://

voicesforchildren-cc.org.  
 
Additional Information 
Voices for Children of Carroll County is one of 15 local CASA programs throughout the state, 
which recruit, train and supervise volunteers appointed by the court to serve as advocates for 
children under court protection due to abuse and neglect. Currently, CASA serves children in 19 
of the state’s 24 jurisdictions.  
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