
 

Child Abuse Prevention: Your Support Helps this Happen!

April is National Child Abuse Prevention Month and it’s a great
time to reflect on CASA’s mission – and the larger vision that
we hope to achieve. While we are dedicated to providing
trained advocates who ensure that children who are victims
of abuse and neglect receive the services they need and
reach safe and permanent homes, the larger vision is a world
without child abuse. Although the children CASA serves have
already experienced the trauma of abuse and neglect, CASA
volunteers work diligently to prevent it from occurring again

and, on a larger scale, break the cycle of abuse so that, eventually, no child will go
through what these children have experienced. 

Your support is a critical part of our efforts to bring an end to child abuse in Maryland
and we greatly appreciate your commitment! This issue of "Catch Up With CASA!" will
give you a glimpse of the work of a few CASA volunteers across the state and the
important work they do on behalf of children. We hope these stories will inspire you
and reaffirm the valuable role that you play in our efforts to reach every child in
Maryland who needs CASA’s help. 

Please let us know if you would like to learn about other ways in which to become
involved with CASA – and please know that your support is helping to bring about an
end to child abuse. 

Ed Kilcullen, State Director

In This Edition, You Will Find:

CASA Volunteers At Work Throughout Maryland
Maryland CASA's 11th Annual Conference
Support CASA During Child Abuse Prevention Month
Join Us At The 2017 Baltimore Running Festival!
Join Our Champions For Children Giving Club



Join Our Champions For Children Giving Club
Kids Helping Kids ‐ Raising Funds For CASA
Please Visit Our Amazon Wish List!

Taking a trip to the zoo. Dressing up and going trick‐or‐
treating. Window shopping at the local mall… These are just a
few of the activities that parents do with their children. For a
child in foster care, however, they often have no one to do
these things with them.

That is where a CASA volunteer comes in. Not only do they
advocate for the child, but they also give a foster child the
best gifts of all: their time, their attention, and their care.
Christie Menning, a volunteer for CASA of the Lower Shore
(Worcester County), has been providing these gifts for the past
7 years. Currently advocating for a teenage girl, Christie has

been able to form a bond with her CASA child and goes above and beyond the call of
duty.

Read Christie’s full story HERE. 

Having started with Voices For Children (Howard County) in
2011, shortly after retiring from the Howard County School
System, Nancy Myers brings a lifetime of experience and care
for vulnerable children and families. Working as a childcare
provider and a special education teacher taught Nancy that
building trust and being present in good times and bad are
some of the most important things that can be done for
children in need, and those lessons carried over into her work
as a CASA volunteer.

A volunteer for over 6 years, Nancy’s most recent CASA case
had a happy ending.

Find out what it is HERE!

http://marylandcasa.org/volunteer-spotlight-christie-menning/
http://marylandcasa.org/volunteer-spotlight-nancy-myers-of-voices-for-children-howard-county/


This past weekend, Maryland CASA hosted its 11th Annual Conference at the Judicial
College Education & Conference Center (JCECC) in Annapolis, MD. The event offered
an inspiring keynote address and 16 workshops led by experts in child welfare,
education, mental health, and the law, just to name a few.

Designed for CASA volunteers, staff and other child welfare professionals to gather
and enhance their abilities to advocate for abused and neglected children, the
conference was a great success!

This year’s Keynote Speaker was Mr. Chauncey Strong, a
national child welfare trainer, consultant, motivational
speaker and committed advocate who has dedicated his
career to helping improve the outcomes for children and
families involved in the child welfare system.

Chauncey provided an insider’s view of the foster care
system and has worked in both private and public child
welfare settings. Bringing over 23 years of experience to
the table, Chauncey is set to deliver a truly inspiring
keynote address!

We also had a special
guest at the
conference: Ms. Tiffany
Robinson, Deputy

Chief of Staff, Office of the Governor, who
presented a proclamation marking April 2017 as
Child Abuse Prevention Month (more on this below).
Watch the Live Streamed video (2 min, 19 sec).

Thank You To Our Conference Sponsors: 
The Governor's Office for Children (Champion) 

Kennedy Krieger Institute (Supporting) 
Sheppard Pratt Health Services (Supporting) 

The University of Maryland School of Social Work
(Advocate) 

Greater Baltimore Medical Center ‐ GBMC

(Advocate)

https://www.facebook.com/MarylandCASAAssociation/videos/1469355666432116/?autoplay_reason=gatekeeper&video_container_type=4&video_creator_product_type=0&app_id=6628568379&live_video_guests=0


(Advocate) 
SolarCity ‐ Jenny Sheckells (Advocate)

Our annual conference marked the official kick‐off of Child
Abuse Prevention Month: 30 full days of acknowledging the
importance of families and communities working together to
prevent child abuse and neglect, and promoting the social well‐
being of children and families.

Did you know that today in Maryland there are nearly 5,000
abused and neglected children who have been removed from
their homes and are living in foster care and, of those nearly

5,000 children, fewer than half of them have a caring, compassionate, and dedicated
volunteer to speak up for their best interests in court?

Help us change that by renewing your commitment with a donation to Maryland CASA
today! Your dollars will go directly toward our fight against child abuse and neglect
and help us to recruit more volunteers to work with children in need throughout MD!

If you haven’t already, connect with us on Facebook and Twitter for continuous
updates throughout the month!

https://www.facebook.com/pg/MarylandCASAAssociation/photos/?tab=album&album_id=1473807142653635
http://marylandcasa.org/get-involved/make-a-donation/
https://www.facebook.com/MarylandCASAAssociation/
https://twitter.com/mdcasa


Registration for Team CASA at the 2017 Baltimore Running Festival is officially live!
Join us this year and run (or walk) with a purpose: providing voices for Maryland’s
abused and neglected children!

Event Date | Saturday, October 21st 
Event Location | M&T Bank Stadium in Baltimore City 
Races to Choose From | 5K, ½ Marathon, Marathon, Balt‐MORON‐a‐thon, & Team
Relay

Register before June 1st for our lowest rates of the year!

Interested in sponsoring Team CASA and marketing your business to more than 165
runners and walkers who care about children in addition to more than 250,000 event
spectators? Check out our sponsorship opportunities HERE.

https://goteamcasa.org/
https://goteamcasa.org/sponsor/


Each day, Maryland CASA works to ensure all victims of child abuse and neglect their
right to grow up in safe and permanent homes.

Now you can help even more by becoming a Champion for Children, our monthly
giving program! Our Champions for Children truly are at the heart of the essential
work we do every day to help vulnerable children. By becoming a monthly donor, you
will join a special team of people who are champions for abused and neglected
children in Maryland.

A Special THANK YOU To Our Newest Champions:

1. Ms. Kathleen Loughran
2. Ms. Theresa Olson
3. Ms. Sarah Weissman
4. Ms. Penny Daniels

A group of young entrepreneurs from Parkton took advantage of recent snow days to
raise some money but, instead of keeping the funds for themselves, they decided to
donate their profits to Maryland CASA! The group sold an array of baked goodies and
beverages and raised $62. When asked why the group decided to donate the money to
CASA, Anna Homa, a second grader at Prettyboy Elementary, responded, "we wanted
to give the money to the people who help kids without homes and families. I hope if
someone else donates a little bit more and we put it together, we can help find homes
for more kids." 

Anna and her friend Livy B., also a 2nd‐grader at Prettyboy, were joined by their
younger brothers, Ryne H. and Evan B., preschoolers at Our Lady of Grace.  Prior to
this latest charitable endeavor, Anna and Ryne ran with Team CASA at the 2016
Baltimore Running Festival, along with their parents, Meghan and Jay Homa.

Maryland CASA greatly appreciates the generosity of these young philanthropists!

http://marylandcasa.org/champions-for-children/


Maryland CASA greatly appreciates the generosity of these young philanthropists!

 

Photo Caption: L‐R: Evan B. (age 5), Livy B. (age 9), Anna H. (age 9) and Ryne H. (age
4).

We are in need of a few small items for our office to support our programs and
services. To view our Wish List on Amazon, please click here. Anything and everything
you are able to contribute is greatly appreciated!

In addition to the items on our Amazon wish list, we are also in need of a phone
system so, if your office is upgrading, please consider donating your old system to us!
If you have a system to donate, please give us a call at 410‐828‐6761.

Thank you for you reading this edition of "Catch Up With CASA!" and learning more
about the work of our organization. If you ever have any specific comments or
questions about Maryland CASA, please do note hesitate to contact us at 410‐828‐6761
or contact@marylandcasa.org. We hope you enjoy your Spring!

https://www.amazon.com/registry/wishlist/1BJXP7ZID6GJG/ref=cm_sw_r_cp_ep_ws_-GyuybJGKHD1H
https://www.amazon.com/registry/wishlist/1BJXP7ZID6GJG/ref=cm_sw_r_cp_ep_ws_-GyuybJGKHD1H
mailto:Contact@marylandcasa.org?subject=Maryland%20CASA%20Question%2FComment


OUR MISSION: In partnership with our fifteen affiliated CASA programs, we work
to ensure every victim of child abuse and neglect their right to grow up in safe

and permanent homes. This mission is carried out through the efforts of
professionally trained and supervised volunteers, appointed by the court to

speak up for the best interests of children who are under the protection of the
courts.
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