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Five Volunteers Sworn In as Frederick County CASAs  

 
Frederick, MD. – Having completed 30 hours of classroom training and two to three hours of court observation, five vol-
unteers will officially be able to help abused or neglected children in foster care.  
 
On December 1 2014, the Honorable G. Edward Dwyer, Jr., Administrative Judge, presided as Circuit Court Clerk Sandra 
Dalton swore in the following individuals as Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASAs) in the CASA of Frederick 
County program: Erik Pimentel of Thurmont, Ashley Rose Bennett of Frederick, Beth Murphy of New Market, John 

Shatto of Frederick, and Heather Hill of Urbana, MD.  
 
CASA of Frederick County is one of the 15 programs in the state that recruit, train, and oversee volunteers who serve as 
advocates for children whose families have been cited for abuse and neglect by a juvenile or domestic relations court. 
  
“It’s always energizing to have new volunteers complete training and be sworn in by the court,” said Jennifer Fuss, Pro-
gram Manager of CASA of Frederick County, a program of the Mental Health Association of Frederick County. “Once 
assigned to cases, these volunteers will support the court’s efforts to find a safe and permanent home for every child in 
Frederick County,” Fuss added. 
 
This unique group of volunteers includes parents, retirees, a US Navy serviceman, a lab manager, and a recent social 
work graduate. These individuals decided to go above and beyond the call of duty to serve Maryland’s abused and ne-
glected children. 
  
“I chose to get involved with CASA after helping a young woman in need who was kicked out of her home,” says 
Heather Hill, a mother of two and research lab manager at the Walter Reed Army Institute of Research. “Sometimes all a 
child needs is for someone to care, help them out, and just give them the time of day, and becoming a CASA seemed like 
the perfect opportunity to do that,” she added.  
 
For the first time, volunteers were offered the opportunity to be sworn in as CASA volunteers for more than one county. 
The Carroll County program, which goes by the name of Voices for Children of Carroll County, is also operated by the 
Mental Health Association. 
 
“We’re thrilled that some of our new volunteers chose to be sworn in for both Carroll and Frederick counties,” said Fuss. 
“It’s really important to us that we place our CASAs where they can have the most impact on the life of an abused or ne-
glected child, and this really affords us some much needed flexibility when assigning cases,” she added. 
 
“Being qualified to serve both counties sounded like a win-win situation to me,” said Beth Murphy, a retired business 
manager of 30 years for Mohawk Home, and resident of the Lake Linganore community.  Although I am a Frederick 
county resident, I wanted to have the ability to serve where I was most needed,” she added. 
 
Heather Hill also chose to be sworn in for both locations. 
 
“I chose to be sworn in for both counties simply because I want to help wherever a volunteer is needed, and I don't mind 
if I have to drive a little further if they have a case in Carroll County they need a CASA to take on,” said Hill. “I'm really 
looking forward to being assigned my first case,” she added. 
 
CASA of Frederick County and Voices for Children of Carroll County seek dedicated men and women who care about 
children to volunteer. No special experience is required, but volunteers must be over 21, complete a screening and train-
ing process, and have the flexibility to volunteer an average of 2 hours/week to gather information for the court, visit 
their assigned child and perform other duties. 
 
To learn more about becoming a CASA volunteer, call (301) 663-0011or visit www.fcmha.org/
courtappointedspecialadvocates  
 
Additional Information 
CASA of Frederick County and Voices for Children of Carroll County are among the 15 local CASA programs throughout 
the state, which recruit, train and supervise volunteers appointed by the court to serve as advocates for children under 
court protection due to abuse and neglect. Currently, CASA serves children in 20 of the state’s 24 jurisdictions.  For more 
information, visit www.marylandcasa.org.  
 
For interviews with the CASA volunteers or CASA/Voices for Children officials, contact Jennifer jfuss@fcmha.org or (301) 
663-0011. 
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